Government of Rajasthan 

Government for Child Rights 

Note for discussion 
Department for Child Rights (DCR) is implementing Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS).
Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) has categorically emphasized on the partnership of various stakeholders and civil societies to ensure well being of every vulnerable child. This scheme identifies the various areas where convergence of various departments and stakeholders are necessary. The subject of Child Protection is spread across various departments and sectors. 
As a pre-requisite to provide a sustained safety-net for children a well defined multi sectoral convergence and coordination at all levels from the district to state is an imminent necessity. In this context, Department for Child Rights (DCR) intend to develop Convergent Plan on Child Protection for effective implementation of above mentioned laws and policies. 

Department would like to partner with civil societies on below possible areas and expertise these are illustrative areas more scope may be found an derived after the thorough discussion.
· Partnering or cooperating through drives and campaigns for public awareness.

· Conducting surveys and researches related to child protection subject.

· Support in demonstrating modal child friendly structures.

· Cooperate through bringing expertise and providing specialized services in Child Care Institutions.

· Strengthening of Block Level Child Protection Committees and Panchayat Level Child Protection Committees.

· Support Child Resource Centre HCM RIPA in preparing and developing new course wares and training modules as per the requirements.

· Support Child Resource Centre HCM RIPA in development of pool of experts on various child protection subjects.

· Cooperation in preparing new guidelines and SOPs.

· Support in development of shared electronic platform to have a data bank of children in need and protection with their specific need and requirement.
· Strengthening case management for child victims.
To begin with drafting the convergent plan and finding the scope of partnership we all may go back and revisit the Vision, Mission and Mandate of the Department which in turn will help us in not deviating from our core job and role.
Vision


The National Policy for Children, 2013 and the Rajasthan State Child Policy, 2008 define a child as a person below the age of 18 years. Recognizing children as young citizens and rights’ holders, Government of Rajasthan strongly believes that children should rightly take their place in society as functional, healthy individuals whose dignity and worth are valued and protected. They should be able to develop to their full potential, free from harm, abuse and neglect, and should not be found wanting in their basic and crucial needs. 
For realization of its vision, Department for Child Rights envisages critical and effective partnerships within the government, with children, their communities, civil society organizations, UN agencies, corporate sector and concerned individuals.

Mission

The Mission of the Department for Child Rights is to:

Mandate
The Department for Child Rights bears the following mandate – 
Custodian of Child Rights 

· Function as the nodal department for implementation of the National Policy for Children, 2013, Rajasthan State Child Policy, 2008, Rajasthan State Policy for Girl Child, 2013 and other child protection policies that may be developed from time to time;

· Facilitate the setting up of the State Coordination and Action Group as per the requirements of the National Policy for Children, 2013;

· Strengthen the Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of Child Rights in order to enable it to carry out its functions effectively;

· Prepare state reports and contribute to the country reports in consultation with various government departments and civil society on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), MDG, post-2015 MDG Agenda and other international obligations of India that have a bearing on children’s rights;

· Focus on the most marginalized children such as the girl child, children of de-notified and nomadic tribes, children with disability, child labourers, children without parental care and homeless children, child victims of sexual abuse and trafficking, child beggars, children of sex workers, children affected by HIV/AIDS, children affected by natural or man-made disasters or development induced displacement, children living in the border areas etc. by initiating special programmes and measures;

· Make governance accountable to children by laying down necessary guidelines, protocols and standards of transparency in child rights programming; 
· Place child rights at the core of development agenda of all local bodies, line agencies and civil society; 

· Strengthen families, communities and other agencies and institutions responsible for child protection.

To recognize and realize the full range of civil, cultural, social, legal, political and economic rights of all children, especially the most vulnerable, deprived, exploited and the marginalized, by creating an enabling and protective environment with equity and gender sensitivity. 











Be the custodian of child rights and strengthen governance for children


Uphold the principles of non-discrimination and best interest of the child in law, policy and action


Ensure equal opportunities for all children and young people of Rajasthan in achieving their best possible development, with special focus on removing obstacles in the realization of rights of the socially, economically, physically and mentally disadvantaged children 


Spearhead strategic direction, support, guidance and advice in ensuring optimal development, well-being and protection of all children in the state 


Act as a resource centre on child rights by investing in knowledge creation, updation and dissemination


Strive for child-centred and rights-based planning and implementation of programmes and optimization of outcomes


Implement programmes relating to child protection in the state 


Take special measures for care, protection and rehabilitation of children affected by natural calamities and emergencies with emphasis on policy making, relief assistance, psycho-social care and follow-up


Set norms and standards of child friendliness in all spheres of governance, civil society action, media reporting, etc.


Inform, educate and empower various arms of state government in order to mainstream child rights universally


Encourage children’s participation and their right to be heard at all levels of decision making and governance with respect to matters concerning their life


Integrate children’s rights into all development agenda by strengthening intra-state, inter-state, inter-regional, inter-departmental and collateral coordination and convergence 


Act as a regulatory and oversight mechanism by monitoring impact and developing tools to measure performance on various child rights indicators











